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their character was implicit obedience to superior authority
and absolute reliance on it. This submissive obedience was
not corrected by intelligence in the interpretation of orders.
Whatever commands he received, the Russian soldier would
do his best to carry out. It mattered not to him that, in
the meanwhile, circumstances had so changed as to render
the orders incapable of execution. Once he had received
them, and until they were cancelled by their author, it was
his sole aim to perform them. The lengths to which his
sense of duty, in this respect, would carry him are well
illustrated by the account given by Marbot of the battle
of Golymin. He describes how a stray body of Russians,
hoping to conceal, by their silence, their nationality from
the French who surrounded them in the darkness, restrained
bheir cries. Neither the excitement of action, nor the agony
of wounds, could draw from them the slightest sound. The
wounded and the dying fell and lay in perfect silence; to
their opponents it seemed as if they were firing at shadows,*

The courage of men who could do such deeds was un-
questionable ; their intelligence was of a very different order.
Absolutely uneducated, they fought like animals rather than
like intelligent beings. The idea of seeking cover was foreign
to their nature and disdained by their courage. Death had
no terrors for them, no carnage appalled them. The one
thing which they could ill brook was a continued retreat.
In such circumstances only, did their feelings express them-
selves in murmurs, so audible as, at times, to compel their
commanders to stand and fight when, retreat was the wiser
course.

Their powers of marching were marvellous. For days at
a time they would march regularly every night and yet fight
aE day with the very minimum of rest and food. Even the
terrible night of the 7th-8th February, spent without shelter
and without food, exposed to the full rigour of almost arctic
weather, with the scantiest clothing and almost witfyoufc
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